
Expert discounts JAMA Kennedy analysis 
By KIRK LONGHOFER 

WICHITA, Kan. (UPI) _ An internationally recognized forensic 
■j pathologist called "absurd" conclusions regarding the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy drawn in an article in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 

Dr. Cvrel Wecht was the first non-government physician to examine 
materials from the autopsy of JFK, and served on an advisory £anel of 
pathologists working with the Warren Commission investigation into the 
! assassination. 

The article by JAMA editor George Lundberg was based on interviews 
with the two Navy doctors who conducted the Kennedy autopsy. 

In the article, Dr. James Humes and Dr. Thorton Boswell reviewed 
their findings of the autopsy conducted on Nov. 23, 1963, at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital in Maryland. In what amounts to a forceful endorsement of 
the Warren Commission report on the assassination, they said they stand 

all of their original conclusions. 

The Warren Commission found that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, 

$! fired two shots, killing Kennedy, and wounding then-Texas Gov. John 
; Connally . 

Wecht, speaking at the annual Western Conference on Civil and 
i Criminal Problems, said Humes and Boswell were taken to task in 1964 by 
ia panel of nine pathologists appointed by., the Warren Commission, who 
criticized their work. 

"You must remember, Humes and Boswell had never done medical-legal 
autopsies in their careers," said Wecht. "It was really inept." 

Wecht said the two doctors missed one bullet wound to Kennedy's 
throat and noted discrepancies in the location of another wound on the 
back of his head or upper shoulder as evidence that the autopsy was 
I incomplete . 

"These two people are guilty of professional negligence at least," 
said Wecht. 

Wecht reviewed evidence from the autopsy in 1972, when researchers 
were given limited access to information on the assassination. He 
discovered that important evidence, including Kennedy's brain, other 
tissue samples and co] jr slides of the wounds were missing. 

That missing evidence, Wecht said, would have proved that "the 
Warren Commission report is a fraud." 

Wecht said he believes that more than one gunman had to have fired 
shots at the Presidential motorcade. He said an examination of film 
taken of the assassination shows that the shots came too close together 
for Lee Harvey Oswald to have fired them both. 

Wecht questioned Lundberg 's qualifications to draw any conclusions 
based only on his interview with the physicians. 

"The whole thing is a farce, really," said Wecht. "He has not 
studied the autopsy materials. He is not a fully formally trained board 
certified forensic pathologist. 

"I'm not sure he would be qualified to testify in a court of law." 

The JAMA article, Wecht said, is fresh fodder for those who want to 
believe in a single assassin theory. 

"It makes the American public believe that some kind of true 
investigative study has been done afresh," Wecht said. "And, there is 
nothing new here." v 


